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Chapter 1
Overview
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I.

Purpose
The present study aims to examine the changes in public opinions on sex trade after
the enactment of Anti-Trade Sex Law.

II.

Design
1. Sample: 1,000 adults nationwide
2. Method: Telephone survey
3. Period: April 23-26, 2011
4. Tool: Structured questionnaire
5. Sampling: Proportional sampling
6. Response rate: 13.9% (Completed surveys/Attempted surveys * 100)

III.

Data Processing
The collected data were analyzed by using SPSS (Statistics Package for Social
Science) for Win.

IV.

Statistical Analysis
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V.

Characteristics of Respondents

Item

Number

Percentage

1,000

100.0

Male
Female

513
487

51.3
48.7

20s
30s
40s
50s

208
255
290
247

20.8
25.5
29.0
24.7

Education

Some middle school education or completion
Some high school education or completion
Some college education or completion
Some graduate education or completion
Unanswered

72
318
523
69
18

7.2
31.8
52.3
6.9
1.8

Occupation

White collar worker
Blue collar worker
Self-employment
Full-time homemaker
Student
Retired/unemployed/etc.

356
80
159
91
245
69

35.6
8.0
15.9
9.1
24.5
6.9

Household
Income
(Monthly)

Below ₩ 2,000,000
₩ 2,000,000 – 2,990,000
₩ 3,000,000 – 3,990,000
₩ 4,000,000 – 4,990,000
₩ 5,000,000 or above
Unanswered

120
203
217
129
181
150

12.0
20.3
21.7
12.9
18.1
15.0

Single
Married

268
732

26.8
73.2

Aware of the law
Unaware of the law

687
313

68.7
31.3

Seoul metropolitan area
Gangwon
Chungcheong
Jeolla
Daegu/Gyeongsangbuk
Busan/Gyeongsangnam

516
29
98
96
100
131

51.6
2.9
9.8
9.6
10.0
16.1

Total
Gender

Age

Marital
Status
Prior
Knowledge

Region
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Chapter 2
Summary of Analysis
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I.

Impact of Anti-Sex Trade Law

1. 41.7% of respondents answered that the implementation of Anti-Sex Trade Law has a
“positive” impact on society while 18.4% viewed the impact as “negative.” (Neutral:
34.2%, Do not know/Unanswered: 5.7%)

Item

Impact of the
law
on society

Result
∙ Very positive∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

7.9%

Positive

∙ Positive∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

33.8%

(41.7%)

∙ Neutral∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

34.2(%)

∙ Negative∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

13.6%

Negative

∙ Very negative∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

4.8%

(18.4%)

∙ Do not know/Unanswered∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

5.7%

2. 39.6% of respondents did not agree that Anti-Sex Trade Law has been implemented
in accordance with the original purpose while 17.5% agreed. (Neutral: 34.0%, Do not
know/Unanswered: 8.9%)

Item

Implementation
of the law in
accordance with
the original
purpose

Result
∙ Totally agree∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

1.8%

Agree

∙ Agree∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

15.7%

(17.5%)

∙ Neutral∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

34.0 %

∙ Disagree∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

31.4%

Disagree

∙ Totally Disagree∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

8.2%

(39.6%)

∙ Do not know/Unanswered∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
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8.9%

3. 23.2% of respondents answered that sex trade had “increased” overall in our society
since the enactment of Anti-Sex Trade Law while 8.9% thought sex trade had
“declined.” (No difference: 49.9%, Do not know/Unanswered: 7.1%)

Item

Result
∙ Greatly increased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

3.2%

Increased

Increase in sex

∙ Increased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

20.0%

(23.2%)

trade after the

∙ No Difference∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

enactment of
Anti-Sex Trade
Law

49.9 %

∙ Decreased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

19.4%

Decreased

∙ Greatly decreased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

0.4%

(19.8%)

∙ Do not know/Unanswered∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

7.1%

4. 47.6% of respondents answered that the rate of sex crime in our society had
“increased” since the enactment of Anti-Sex Trade Law while 15.6% thought the rate
had “decreased.” (No difference: 31. 7%, Do not know/Unanswered: 5.1%)

Item
Increase in the
rate of sex crime
after the

Result
∙ Greatly increased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

6.0%

Increased

∙ Increased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

41.6%

(47.6%)

∙ No Difference∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

31.7 %

enactment of

∙ Decreased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

14.8%

Decreased

Anti-Sex Trade

∙ Greatly decreased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

0.8%

(15.6%)

Law

∙ Do not know/Unanswered∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

5.1%

5. In regard to the desired future direction of Anti-Sex Trade Law, respondents who
chose “the law should be reformed” accounted for the highest proportion (73.3%).
20.7% of respondents thought that “the law should be implemented as it is now”
while 3.0% answered “it should be abolished.” (Do not know/Unanswered: 3.0%)
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Item

II.

Result
∙ Should be abolished∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

3.0 %

Future Direction

∙ Should be implemented as it is now∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

20.7%

of the Law

∙ Should be reformed∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

73.3%

∙ Do not know/Unanswered∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

3.0%

Opinion of Red-Light District

1. 29.3% of respondents answered that abolishing red-light districts has “positive” impacts
on our society’s efforts to eradicate sex trade while 29.0% viewed the influences as
“negative.” (Neutral: 38.4%, Do not know/Unanswered: 3.3%)

Item

Influence of
abolishing redlight districts on
eradicating sextrade

Result
∙ Very positive∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

3.7%

Positive

∙ Positive∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

25.6%

(29.3%)

∙ Neutral∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
∙ Negative∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

24.3%

Negative

∙ Very negative∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

4.7%

(29.0%)

∙ Do not know/Unanswered∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

III.

38.4 %

3.3%

Opinion of Covert Sex Trade

1. In regard to the changes in covert sex trade, 58.8% of respondents answered that it has
“increased” since the enactment of Anti-Sex Trade Law while 7.4% said it had
“decreased.” (No difference: 24.9%, Do not know/Unanswered: 8.9%)

Item

Result
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Change in covert
sex trade

∙ Greatly increased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

13.1%

Increased

∙ Increased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

45.7%

(58.8%)

∙ No Difference∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

24.9 %

∙ Decreased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

7.1%

Decreased

∙ Greatly decreased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

0.3%

(7.4%)

∙ Do not know/Unanswered∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

8.9%

2. In regard to seriousness of covert sex trade, 76.6% of respondents viewed it as “serious,”
which was higher than the percentage of respondents who “did not consider covert sex
trade serious” (2.4%). (Neutral: 17.5%, Do not know/Unanswered: 3.5%)

Item

Result
∙ Very serious∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

18.6%

Serious

∙ serious∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

58.0%

(76.6%)

Seriousness of

∙ Neutral∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

covert sex trade

∙ Not serious∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

2.4%

Not serious

∙ Not serious at all∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

0.0%

(2.4%)

∙ Do not know/Unanswered∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

IV.

17.5 %

3.5%

Opinion of Sex Workers Who Travel Overseas for Sex Trade

1. In regard to the change in the number of sex workers who travel overseas for sex trade,
46.1% of respondents answered that the number had “increased” since the enactment of
Anti-Sex Trade Law while 3.3% said the number had “decreased.” (No difference: 21.3%,
Do not know/Unanswered: 29.3%)

Item
Change in the

Result
∙ Greatly increased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙
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5.7%

Increased

number of sex

∙ Increased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

workers who

∙ No Difference∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

travel overseas
for sex trade

40.4%

(46.1%)
21.3 %

∙ Decreased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

3.0%

Decreased

∙ Greatly decreased∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

0.3%

(3.3%)

∙ Do not know/Unanswered∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

29.3%

2. In regard to seriousness of sex trade overseas, 69.3% of respondents viewed it as “serious”
while 1.9% said it is “not serious.” (Neutral: 18.7%, Do not know/Unanswered: 10.1%)

Item

Seriousness of
sex trade
overseas

Result
∙ Very serious∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

13.8%

Serious

∙ serious∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

55.5%

(69.3%)

∙ Neutral∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

18.7 %

∙ Not serious∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

1.9%

Not serious

∙ Not serious at all∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

0.0%

(1.9%)

∙ Do not know/Unanswered∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

10.1%

3. When respondents were asked to prioritize the roles of the government to reduce sex
trade overseas, the government’s assistance in sex workers’ self-support was most
frequently answered (25.9%) as the top priority. Following this, respondents chose
“severe punishment on business owners overseas (23.0%),” “sex trade prevention
education (17.8%),” and “strict regulation on brokers in collaboration with Interpol
(16.9%)” as the roles that should be prioritized by the government.

Item

Result
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∙ Assistance in sex workers’ self-support∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

25.9 %

∙ Severe punishment on business owners overseas∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

23.0%

Priorities of the

∙ Sex trade prevention education∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

17.8%

government to

∙ Strict regulation on brokers in collaboration with Interpol

16.9%

reduce sex trade

∙ Policy to prevent sex workers from working overseas∙∙∙∙∙∙

10.7%

overseas

∙ Severe punishment on sex workers∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

4.7%

∙ Etc.∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

0.2%

∙ Do not know/Unanswered∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙∙

0.8%
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Chapter 3
Result Analysis
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I.

Impact of Anti-Sex Trade Law

1. Impact of Anti-Sex Trade Law on Our Society

-

Question 1: It has been 7 years since the enactment of Anti-Sex Trade Law. What impact
do you think the law has made on our society?

-

41.7% of respondents answered that the implementation of Anti-Sex Trade Law has a
“positive” impact on society while 18.4% viewed the influence as “negative.” (Neutral:
34.2%, Do not know/Unanswered: 5.7%)

Characteristics of Respondents
o Regardless of the characteristics, the frequency of “positive” was higher than
“negative.”
o In regard to gender, the percentage of male respondents who viewed the impact as
positive (42.5%) was relatively higher than that of female counterparts (40.9%)
o In particular, age and level of education were proportional to the positive view on
the impact.
o In terms of occupation, the percentage was highest among white-collar workers
(43.5%); students accounted for the second highest percentage (40.8%)

2. Implementation of Anti-Sex Trade Law in Accordance with the Original Purpose

-

Question 2: Do you think Anti-Sex Trade Law is being implemented in accordance with
the law’s original purpose?

-

39.6% of respondents did not agree that Anti-Sex Trade Law has been implemented in
accordance with the original purpose while 17.5% agreed. (Neutral: 34.0%, Do not
know/Unanswered: 8.9%)
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Characteristics of Respondents
o In most respondent groups, the percentage of “disagree” was higher than that of
“agree”.
o In regard to gender, the percentage of female respondents who disagreed (42.3%)
was higher than that of male counterparts (37.0%).
o In particular, as the age decreases, the percentage of respondents who disagreed
increased.
o The percentage of respondents whose household income is below ₩ 2,000,000 or
whose region is Chung cheong was relatively higher (35.0% and 42.9%
respectively).

3. Increase in Sex Trade after the Enactment of Sex-Trade Law

-

Question 3: Do you think sex trade has decreased or increased overall in our society since
the enactment of Anti-Sex Trade Law?

-

23.2% of respondents answered that sex trade had “increased” overall in our society since
the enactment of Anti-Sex Trade Law while 8.9% thought sex trade had “declined.” (No
difference: 49.9%, Do not know/Unanswered: 7.1%)

Characteristics of Respondents
o Regardless of the characteristics, “no difference” accounted for the highest
percentage. This indicates that the respondents do not see the implementation of
the law as effective in reducing sex trade.

4. Increase in the Rate of Sex Crime after the Enactment of Sex-Trade Law

-

Question 4: Do you think the rate of sex crime has decreased or increased since the
enactment of Anti-Sex Trade Law?

-

47.6% of respondents answered that the rate of sex crime in our society had “increased”
since the enactment of Anti-Sex Trade Law while 15.6% thought the rate had “decreased.”
(No difference: 31. 7%, Do not know/Unanswered: 5.1%)
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Characteristics of Respondents
o Regardless of the characteristics, “increased” accounted for the highest
percentage.
o In particular, as the age decreases, the respondents were more likely to think that
the rate of sex crime had “increased.”
o In regard to education, the percentage of “increased” was highest among
respondents with college education (49.3%), followed by those with high school
(47.8%) and middle school education (41.7%).
o In regard to occupation, high percentages of respondents whose job is full-time
homemaker, student, or white-collar worker thought that the rate of sex crime had
increased (50.5%, 50.2%, and 48.3% respectively).

5. Desired Future Direction of Anti-Sex Trade Law

-

Question 5: What is your thought on the desired future direction of Anti-Sex Trade Law?

-

In regard to the desired future direction of Anti-Sex Trade Law, respondents who chose
“the law should be reformed” accounted for the highest proportion (73.3%). 20.7% of
respondents thought that “the law should be implemented as it is now” while 3.0%
answered “it should be abolished.” (Do not know/Unanswered: 3.0%)

Characteristics of Respondents
o Regardless of the characteristics, the majority of respondents thought that the law
should be reformed.
o As the age decreases and the level of education increases, the respondents were
likely to answer that “the law should be reformed.”
o 74.1% of respondents who were aware of the implementation of the law thought
that the law should be reformed. This percentage was relatively higher than that of
respondents who were not aware of the law.
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II.

Opinion of Red-Light District

1. Impact of Abolishing Red-Light District on Eradicating Sex Trade

-

Question 7: What impact do you think abolishing red-light districts will make on our
society?

-

29.3% of respondents answered that abolishing red-light districts has “positive” impacts
on our society’s efforts to eradicate sex trade while 2.9% viewed the impacts as
“negative.” (Neutral: 38.4%, Do not know/Unanswered: 3.3%)

Characteristics of Respondents
o In most respondent groups, the percentage of “neutral” was higher.
o Respondents with middle school education and blue-collar occupations had
negative views on the impacts (33.3% and 33.8% respectively) more often than
other respondent groups. Respondents with the household income between
₩4,000,000 and 4,990,000 had positive views on the impacts (33.3%) more often
than other respondent groups.

III.

Opinion of Covert Sex Trade

1. Increase in Covert Sex Trade

-

Question 8: Do you think covert sex trade has decreased or increased since the enactment
of Anti-Sex Trade Law?

-

In regard to the changes in covert sex trade, 58.8% of respondents answered that it has
“increased” since the enactment of Anti-Sex Trade Law while 7.4% said it had
“decreased.” (No difference: 24.9%, Do not know/Unanswered: 8.9%)

Characteristics of Respondents
o In all of the respondent groups, the percentage of “increased” was higher than that
of “decreased.”
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o In terms of gender, 61.4% of male respondents said that covert sex trade had
increased while the percentage was 56.1% among female respondents.
o In particular, as the level of education increases, the respondents were more likely
to think that covert sex trade had increased since the enactment of the law.
o In regard to occupation, the percentage of “increased” was highest among
respondents with white-collar occupations (65.4%), followed by the selfemployed (63.5%) and students (55.1%).

3. Seriousness of Covert Sex Trade

-

Question 9: What is your thought on covert sex trade in our society?

-

In regard to seriousness of covert sex trade, 76.6% of respondents viewed it as “serious,”
which was higher than the percentage of respondents who “did not consider covert sex
trade serious” (2.4%). (Neutral: 17.5%, Do not know/Unanswered: 3.5%)

Characteristics of Respondents
o In all of the respondent groups, the percentage of “serious” was higher than that
of “not serious.”
o In terms of gender, 61.4% of female respondents thought that covert sex trade is
serious while the percentage of male counterparts was 70.2%
o In terms of occupation, respondents who are students, white-collar workers, and
self-employed saw the issue as serious more often than those with other
occupations.

IV.

Opinion of Sex Workers Who Travel Overseas for Sex Trade

1. Increase in the Number of Sex Workers Who Travel Overseas for Sex Trade

-

Question 10: Do you think the number of sex workers who travel overseas for sex trade
had decreased or increased?
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-

In regard to the change in the number of sex workers who travel overseas for sex trade,
46.1% of respondents answered that the number had “increased” since the enactment of
Anti-Sex Trade Law while 3.3% said the number had “decreased.” (No difference: 21.3%,
Do not know/Unanswered: 29.3%)

Characteristics of Respondents
o In all of the respondent groups, the percentage of “increased” was higher than that
of “decreased.”
o In terms of gender, 48.5% of male respondents thought that sex trade overseas is
serious while the percentage of female counterparts was 43.5%
o In terms of occupation, respondents who are white-collar workers and selfemployed saw the issue as serious more often than those with other occupations.

2. Seriousness of Sex Trade Overseas

-

Question 11: There has been a concern over sex trade not only within the country but also
in foreign countries. What do you think of sex workers travelling overseas for sex trade?

-

In regard to seriousness of sex trade overseas, 69.3% of respondents viewed it as “serious”
while 1.9% said it is “not serious.” (Neutral: 18.7%, Do not know/Unanswered: 10.1%)

Characteristics of Respondents
o Regardless of the characteristics, the percentage of respondents who viewed the
issue as serious was higher.
o In terms of gender, 79.2% of female respondents viewed the issues as serious
while the percentage was 65.9% among male counterparts.
o In terms of age, the percentage of respondents who viewed the issue as serious
was highest among those in their 50s (70.9%), followed by those in their 30s
(70.2%) and 40s (69.3%).

18

3. Priorities of the Government to Reduce Sex Trade Overseas

-

Question 12: What should be the top priority in order for the government to reduce sex
trade overseas? Please choose 2 items.

-

When respondents were asked to prioritize the roles of the government to reduce sex
trade overseas, the government’s assistance in sex workers’ self-support was most
frequently answered (25.9%) as the top priority. Following this, respondents chose
“severe punishment on business owners overseas (23.0%),” “sex trade prevention
education (17.8%),” and “strict regulation on brokers in collaboration with Interpol
(16.9%)” as the roles that should be prioritized by the government.

Characteristics of Respondents
o While respondents in their 30s, 40s, and 50s prioritized “the government’s
assistance in sex workers’ self-support” (27.4%, 27.9%, and 25.1% respectively),
respondents in their 20s viewed “severe punishment on business owners overseas”
as the top priority (23.4%).
o In terms of education, respondents with high school education or above prioritized
“the government’s assistance in sex workers’ self-support” (24.5%, 26.2%, and
37.6% respectively) while respondents with middle school education or less
viewed “severe punishment on business owners overseas” as top priority (22.6%)
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