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BELFAST HOOKER ANGER OVER QUESTIONING

By Sara Girvin
A DOMINATRIX has lodged a complaint with
Justice Minister David Ford after claiming she
came under “unacceptable personal attack” from
two DUP MLAs who she says were harsh on her.
Laura Lee said shewas distressed by questioning by Jim

Wells and Paul Givan at the Justice Committee hearing on
Lord Maurice Morrow’s Human Trafficking and Exploita-
tion Bill at Stormont earlier this month.
But theMLAshave said shewas

questioned perfectly properly.
Jim Wells said: “Ms Lee an-

swered the questions very honest-
ly to the point where committee
memberswere quite shocked and
at no point showed any distress.
“At no point did anyone at the

hearing stop my questioning be-
cause they felt I had gone too far
or was being inappropriate.”
Laura, who works as a prosti-

tute in Belfast charging £150 an
hour, had been invited to take
part in her capacity as spokes-
woman for the Irish Union of Sex
Workers (IUSW).

OPPOSED

She is opposed toLordMorrow’s
bill which would criminalise pun-
ters — because she says this will
drive sex workers underground
and put prostitutes in danger.
Laura rose to fame last year

when she came out publicly as an
escort on BBC’s Nolan Show and
also starred in a controversial C4
documentary in which themoth-
er of a young man with learning
difficulties paid her to take her
son’s virginity.
In an earlier interview with

this paper, 5ft 9in Laura revealed
that she specialises in sexwith dis-
abled clients as well as offering
kinky dominatrix services.
She told Sunday Life she went

to Stormont with hopes of “shed-
ding some light on the realities of
the Irish sex industry”.

BELITTLED

But the escort said that while
representatives from anti-prosti-
tution campaign TurnOff the Red
Light were “greeted with open
arms”, she felt she was treated
with disdain by DUP MLAs Jim
Wells and Paul Givan.
“In over 20 years of sex work,

never has a clientmademe feel as
belittled as I did that day, due in
the main to continuous personal
attacks onmy integrity,” she said.
“During the course of the Com-

mittee’s questions, I was accused
of exploiting vulnerable disabled
men and I was also compelled to
reveal my real name, on camera
and in public.”
Mr Givan had challenged her

over her claim that it was a priv-
ilege to bring joy to the lives of dis-
abledmen, saying: “If it is such a
privilege and you want to bring
joy into their life, why would you
exploit a disabled individual and
make them pay?”
LauraLeebelieves theplacingof

her realname in thepublicdomain
could beused against her byhard-
line opponents of prostitution.

“I feel that my personal safety
now lies in jeopardy,” she claimed.
However, she made no such

complaint at the hearing chaired
by Paul Givan when she volun-
teered her real name.
According to official Hansard

report of the meeting, when Jim
Wells said not knowing her real
namemade it “a bit difficult to put
a degree of reliability” on her ev-
idence, Laura Lee replied: “You
are welcome to my real name if
you wish.”
Mr Wells asked if she was pre-

pared to do that and she replied
“Yes, I am”.
Laura said that in her role as a

sex workers’ advocate she is well
used to tough debates, but added
that in her opinion, Mr Givan
and Mr Wells “went way beyond
what could be considered rea-
sonable behaviour”.
She said that questioning from

the two MLAs was the “single
most horrid attack” she’d ever ex-
perienced and described it as “the
Spanish inquisition”.
Laura said Mr Wells accused

her of being “effectively the face
of pimps” due to her role with the
IUSW.
She added: “I am not a pimp, I

have never been a pimp and am
an independent escort. I have
never received funding from a
pimp of any description.”
However, at the hearing she did

admit that therearepimpswhoare
members of IUSW. Mr Wells said
shewas representing anorganisa-
tion that makes vast amounts of
money out of the sale of women.
The escort says she was later

left distraught after the MLAs
asked her questions relating to
her family which she thought
were needlessly personal.
The prostitute said that before

she attended the hearing, shewas
aware she might not be too pop-
ular with the DUP thanks to her
pro-sex work beliefs.
“I know that they think them-

selvesmorally superior to the rest
of us because they worship the
Bible as they see it,” she said.

CONTROVERSIAL

“But to quote a verse from
Matthew theway I see it is this—
‘Youwill be judgedwith the judge-
ment you make of others.’”
Mr Wells told Sunday Life:

“LordMorrow’s bill is a very emo-
tive and controversial one, but I
support it 100 per cent.
“When dealingwith such a dif-

ficult matter, difficult questions
must be asked and Iwould not be
doingmy job if I didn’t ask those
questions.”
A spokesman for the Depart-

ment of Justice confirmed that
Minister David Fordwas aware of
Laura Lee’s complaint, and said
he would be responding soon.

MLAs’ grilling
upsets escort
at Bill hearing

QUESTIONS: DUP MLAs Jim Wells and Paul Givan have dismissed Lee’s claims

SPECIALISES IN SEX WITH
DISABLED CLIENTS: Laura Lee

SEX WORKERS’
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attended a Justice
Committee hearing
at Stormont

By Sara Girvin
A SNEAKY pervert who hid a
spy-cam in the disabled toilets
of a museum has now admitted
possessing illegal extreme porn.
Bangor father-of-one Colin

McCarroll hit the headlines last
year when he was convicted of
hiding the camera in the Ulster
Folk and Transport Museum.
He used to work in the

finance department of the
Cultra museum and sellotaped
the camera to a toilet in an
administration building that
was closed to the public.
The 29-year-old was given a

suspended sentence for
voyeurism and lost his job as a
result of the conviction.
Last Thursday, McCarroll

appeared in Downpatrick
Crown Court to plead guilty to
ten counts of possessing
extreme pornographic images.
The exact nature of the

Museum perv
on porn charge

images wasn’t specified, but ille-
gal extreme pornography fre-
quently includes sado-masochis-
tic material and the use of
staged or actual violence in sex-
ualised situations.
Court documents state that

nine of the charges involve indi-
vidual images while the remain-
ing charge refers to 54 extreme
images.
They all took place on an as-

yet undisclosed location
between January 2009 and
September 2012.
McCarroll, of Hill Crest,

spoke only to confirm his iden-
tity and enter his guilty pleas.
His defence counsel told the

court that pre-sentence and psy-
chiatric reports are due to be
compiled over the next few
weeks. The case was adjourned
until next month.
McCarroll was released on

bail, but banned from using any
computer, phone or other
device with internet connectivi-
ty as part of his bail conditions.
Judge Grant said: “It must be

quite clear, he does not go onto
the internet for any purposes
whatsoever.”

INTERNET BAN: Colin McCarroll

IN A report in our December 1,
2013 edition headlined ‘The
Wedding Scammer’ we told
how Callum Townsend from
Magherafelt had pleaded guilty
at the town’s magistrate’s court
to a litany of fraud by misrep-
resentation charges linked to a
planned wedding fayre in
Belfast.
Townsend, 21, has asked us

to point out that he pleaded
guilty to 15 such offences and
not 19 as we reported. We are
happy to set the record
straight.

CLARIFICATION


